Nigeria – Interview 1
How did you become a member of this group? I started working for the Bakassi Boy at 16 years of age as an informant before being formally recruited through interview. 

What specific age did you join the group? At 17 years of age I was involved in a process of interview and training in order to become a ‘full member’ of the Bakassi Boys.

Do you have any knowledge of the group activities before joining? Yes. I have lived in this community over a period of time now and I like the way the BB treat armed robbers.

At what age did you started to work fully for the group: At 17 after my training

Were you allowed to carry firearms?  At this age I was allowed to carry firearms. 

Were you forced to join the group? Nobody forced me to join. I joined the Bakassi Boys voluntarily because fighting crime is everyone’s concern in this country and all able young adults must get involved.

What is the mode of recruitment into the group?  You have to collect application form from your zone in the market and then go for the interview if you are fit physically you have passed the interview and they will call you for training.

What kind of role do you play in the group as a young person? I provide information about a crime or any criminal living in the community.

Who takes final decision in your group? The Chairman is the overall controller.

Has anyone ever disobeyed the Chairman’s orders in your group? Yes, many.  

What are the consequences of disobedience? Anyone who disobeys the rules would be summoned before a committee and there are various forms of verdict available depending on the offences committed.

What were the offences and the verdicts of the committee?  Like abuse of firearms will lead to some days in our (Bakkasi Boys) cell and summarily dismissal from the group. Young ones in the group normally follow orders. They are the ones sent to arrest criminals

Have you have ever used firearms before? Yes. I used gun during my training and when going for assignments.

What kind of firearms are you familiar with? Ah! Pistol, double barrel gun yeah! The AK47 is the one I like most. That is the one they use to train us in the bush.

Do you go through any practice or 

formal training on how to use these weapons? Yes oh! ‘Even self’ they train us like the military and the police.

Have you ever been shot before? Ah! No, not at all

Have you ever shot or killed anyone before? No, but I have used my cutlass to cut some criminals after arresting them here in Aba. 

Do you have any desire to stop being in involved in

group activities such as the one you are?  Well, I am looking forward to starting my business one of this day and may be by then I will quit but not fully. I will still support them may be financially or otherwise.                    

Would you advise younger ones involved in your group to quit? Well, it is left for them. If they like it they stay but this kind of work is too dangerous for small boys I must tell you the truth. For me, the number of methods used by the Bakassi Boys is not only wrong, but even counter productive sometimes. The harassment of other innocent citizens at times and the extra judicial murders that these younger members are exposed to by taking up arms is not the best for them. I will never allow any of my children or little brothers to get involved.  

How do you wish to stop other young ones from joining? I will advise them on the hazards.

Only advice, do you think that would be enough? I know it’s difficult, but I will tell them to go to school or learn a trade or better still stay in the village where there is peace of mind.
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