South Africa - Gangster one-on-one interviews 
Rodney

R is a 20-year-old Hard Living born in Manenberg on good terms with a relatively well-off family comprised of two living parents and a sister. He has completed Standard 4 at school.

He has worked as a roofer for a year before losing the job after being shot.  Gangsters who go to work do not necessarily leave the gang, but are expected to support those who do not work.  In Elsie’s River, we were told that working gangsters had to pay ‘protection’ money or support would be withdrawn, making them an easy target for the other gang.  Work possibilities are limited because work sites are often located in areas where the extent of enemy domination is unclear.  R was vague as to why he was shot during this period of time.  The bullet entered his abdomen and exited through his buttock.  He has a long abdominal surgical scar to prove it. He also has clear Mandrax stains on his hand, and speaks about having experimented with ecstasy and straws.

He got involved in armed violence when he was 13.  He knew people who were in the gang but felt compelled to join primarily because his area was being targeted by a rival gang.  His choice was to be shot at unarmed or to return fire.  He approached the HLs, was given a gun immediately – a 9mm Z88 – and sent to shoot Americans.  He did not formally join the gang until he was 14. There was no formal initiation test or rites, but he was interviewed and asked about his willingness to be jailed rather than inform on the gang. There were also parties for the new recruits.

He remains at the lowest end of a rather flat rank structure – a laksman (executioner). He may some day progress though what appears to be an informal hierarchy to become regarded as a ‘nek’ or ‘dikneck’, a big ‘slagozi’, or eventually the head of the gang.  But none of this seems likely.

His chappies include the letters WHL on his arm, each letter inscribed on a coin.  He says this stands for “Wanted: Hard Livings”.  He also has a British Flag on the web of his hand.  He says this stands for a group of sister gangs who fight under the same flag against the Americans and the Jesters, including the Dixie Kids, the Cape Town Scorpions, the Westsiders, and the Terrible Westsiders.

Like the other young gangsters he denies that there is any individual who gives him direct orders, although clearly if Staggie or his assigns were to ask him to do anything he would do it. The penalty for violating orders can range from being beaten by his fellow gangsters at the weekly meeting (for stealing from community members, for example) to death, which would be the penalty for direct betrayal of the gang.

His daily activities seem to involve hanging out on street corners with his gang brothers guarding the area, looking for opportunities to rob or steal or planning larger operations. Technically, he is not allowed to victimise people in his own community or those in areas controlled by other gangs, which leaves limited areas of Manenberg as fair game. He does not seem to be authorised to sell drugs, but he does make occasional trips to Seapoint to beg money off HL aligned drug dealers there.  At present, the higher-ups have declared that ‘the line is tight’ – which means restrictions on criminal activity are at their height.

Despite these limitations, he has managed to get himself incarcerated on four occasions.  The first was an attempted murder charge that he says was actually someone else’s crime. He lied about his age in order to get into adult prison, because he says the juvenile facilities are more dangerous.  He says this is because, being underage, the kids can do anything they like in custody and get away with it.  The case was eventually withdrawn.

The second, third, and fourth times were multiple arrests for shooting a guy in the legs in a shebeen, a crime he admits he committed. While incarcerated, he resisted getting a number because he says getting a number means giving up hope of release and committing to the prison lifestyle.  He says, and other echoed, that it is possible to resist prison gangs if you have the right attitude.

Like the other HLs, he says most of the gang fights in the area are due to disputes at parties over girls or suggested disrespect, or because a gang member is robbed by another gang.  He says alcohol is often involved. He says he has been involved in about 20 gang shoot-outs, of which there were 10 where he thinks he shot other gangsters, but is not clear on whether he has killed anyone. He has seen several gang brothers killed.

He wants to leave the gang and says he would be allowed to do so if he got a job and left the area.  He doesn’t seem to have clear plans about how he’s going to land that next job, however.

Bekkies (big mouth)

B is a 20-year-old gangster born in Pontyville to a family of four brothers and three sisters, all scattered across households in a number of areas.  He moved to Manenberg following the killing of his brother by fellow Red Devil Kids, a killing that he witnessed at the age of 9.  B had gone with his brother to the house of a brother gangster, a couple of houses down from where his brother was staying.  A dispute broke out because drug clients of the brother gangster had been seen visiting B’s brother.  Two of the brother gangsters shot his brother multiple times in the head and body.  

They received 25 years apiece for this crime, but B was not satisfied. Lucky for him, the new area in Manenberg where his mother found a house was in HL territory, and the RDKs were aligned to the Americans.  At the age of 13, he approached the HLs and asked for a gun to kill RDKs in Pontyville. He went up to the area alone and started shooting, managing to kill the brother of one of the men who killed his brother.

Since then, B has been committed to the gangster lifestyle, and says he has no interest in getting out. He has completed Standard 6 and held a 6-month contract job as a bricklayer, however. He claims to have been involved in three major gang wars.  The first was against the Americans, after they had robbed a firearm from an HL.  The second was against the Clever Kids, in a dispute over a girlfriend.  The third was also against the Americans, after they robbed a gold chain off an HL.  He says the Americans will start shooting over anything, and he gives the example of a dances at the People’s Centre where tensions are high – here, stepping on a rival gangster’s white takkies can result in a klap that can escalate to mass shooting.

B says he shoots for the legs in a gunfight, attempting only to wound or cripple rival gangsters.  If told to kill by a senior gangster, he says he will question the reasons why the man must die.  He and his peers are the front lines of any gang fight, with senior members coming behind to finish off the wounded. If they prove themselves fearless and ruthless in battle, they advance in status.

He likes having a gun, would have one even if he left Manenberg, and says all gangsters are entitled to have one if they acquire it on their own.  Gang guns, however, have to be signed for and returned after being used for the purpose intended. Like his peers, it does not appear that he regularly carries a gun.  He is mainly involved in hits and armed robberies, and is not normally allowed to deal drugs.

He has seen many gang brothers under the age of 18 killed before his eyes.  He has spent two terms in prison: 2.5 years for theft and six months on a robbery of cell phone case that was withdrawn.  I asked whether his gang could have saved him from spending over two years in for theft, and he said yes, but that they will sometimes let you stay in to teach you a lesson.

He claims to have been made a 26 but bears no number chappies: “the number is in my head” and “I am not a newspaper”.  He says you can buy the chappies on the street nowadays, so they mean nothing. He does have HL on his chest, however. He has also been shot in the abdomen.

Himmie (Ibrahim)

H is 17, lives with his relative wealthy parents, and sells dagga.  He joined the HLs during a war with the Americans.  He was seen with HL friends and so was later stabbed by an American.  After denying gang membership, the American stabbed him again.

He worked briefly as a merchandiser, cleaning milk sachets on delivery to stores, but this lasted only three weeks.  He now mostly sells slow boats on the street in the area.  He either gets staked the drug for later payback, or buys it.  In both cases, the source is the gang.  He sells R2 slow boats using 50 cents of dagga, and so makes R1.50 profit per unit.  He is theoretically not supposed to sell drugs in the court, so he sells in the adjoining street.

He refers to participating in a recent war that broke out after a fight at a gambling establishment in which eight people were killed: 2 HLs, 4 Americans, and 2 Clever Kids.  He has been in about 9 gunfights and has been shot twice: once in the torso and once in the finger, nearly losing the latter. He bears a “Westside” chappie.

He has served a few short prison terms.  One was for attempted murder after he went to Belhar to help out HLs in a gang war there.  The guy he was with shot a rival gangster from their car, and he also began shooting.  They hid the guns but were caught by police due to their clothing.  The charge was later withdrawn after the rival gangster was approached and spoken to, so he only served two bouts of 6 months and 1.5 months in the Bonnietown Reform School.  He was also caught with stolen car speakers and so was arrested for car breaking, serving brief stints in Pollsmoor and Wooster Reform School. He claims to have resisted getting a number in these facilities.  He has also been arrested on a number of petty offences, such as public drunkenness and possession of dagga, for which he received a fine.

He wants to get a job as a carpenter, move out of the area, and quit gang life.

Christopher

C is a 19-year-old orphan living with his uncle, two sisters, and three brothers.  He dropped out after Standard 7, has never worked, and joined the HLs at the age of 15.  His English is the best of his fellow gang members, and he seems very eager to please.

He started out in a “school gang” of kids who threw stones at rival groups. He joined the gang because he is physically small (about 5’3’’) and was tired of being picked on at school.  He says “people in Manenberg are not right” and that there is no money to be had elsewhere.

It was only at the age of 17 that he was given a gun, a .357 snub nosed revolver. His job now is to shoot people, and he is not allowed to sell drugs. He has been incarcerated four times, for robbery, attempted murder, and attempted rape.  He spent a total of about two years in Pollsmoor on the attempted murder and has a five-year suspended sentence for the attempted rape.

He is the only one of his peers to have a number chappie – a 26.  He says he joined because the numbers inside are like the street gang outside: they provide protection “like a family”.

He says he has been in about 6 or 7 gunfights, but was only grazed once, while riding a bike during a gang war.  He says the Americans will fight over anything, the simplest slight at a jol, for example.  Wars start over women or robbery of gang members.

He shows us the hand signs of the HLs and the Americans.

Boobie

B2 is 24, and is thus a kind of overseer to the other HLs interviewed, in change of making sure they protect this piece of territory. He has fallen out with his family, and has five brothers and one sister. He has never worked a formal job, and joined the gang at the age of 12. He and a group of his school friends had formed a school gang called the “Westsiders” and they approached the HLs as a group to join up.  He says things have changed since he was a kid – today kids as young as 8 or 9 are given guns.

He figures he has been in 13 or 14 shootouts with rival gangs and has been shot 3 times: in the abdomen (with attendant surgical scar), in the shin, and some place else.  He says he has killed many people. He says a gun is like a play toy.

But he says he would like to leave the gang if possible: “being a gangster is not a benefit anymore.”  Apparently, it paid more in the past.  He says the top guys get all the money and guys at his level get nothing.

He has been jailed for two murders, three attempts, a rape, and possession of Mandrax.  He served three years on one of the murders.  He did not take a number and says the numbers will leave you alone “if you know how to act”.

Millie

Millie is a 29-year-old American 26 from Elsie’s River, who lives with his family.  He started out in a school gang which also called itself the Americans, and engaged in catapult wars with rival school gangs. He and his friends enlisted as a group at the age of 13, and were allowed to enjoy the weekend smokkelyard braais where food, alcohol, drugs, and prostitutes were freely available.

After joining, he spent a good deal of time simply following senior gangsters and watching.  A big part of this training was simply learning the 26 language.  “It’s like being in school.  The faster you learn, the higher you go.”

He emphasised that in addition to being fearless and ruthless, you need to have “maselone” in order to succeed in the gangs, a term that seems to refer to the “strength of mind” needed to dominate other people.  Showing a violent temper is good, and senior gangsters would test new recruits by sending someone to steal their girlfriends.  If the reaction was wildly violent, this was considered a good sign.

He was given his first gun to do a task, a robbery at the age of 14.  He had to sign for it and return it when the task was done. Now he has his own weapons from robberies he has committed. He was formally trained on the gun, firing at mannequins, and also learned from library books how to use and clean the various models of weapons.  He started with a .38 and moved up to .357s, 9mm, and 45s. He has been shot and has shot and killed other people.

He has spent 1 year and 7 months in jail for armed robbery.

Tante

T, an Elsie’s River American 26, appears to be the most formidable gangster of all of those interviewed, though he is hardly the most fierce looking.  He is 27 and joined at the age of 14.  He joined because “guys took my stuff in school” and they “took me for a moffie”.  These “guys” were 28s, who invaded the area during his school years, taking whole houses to build their territory.

He was given a gun when he was nearly 15 and told to kill a certain 28. He explains that the 28s are “the dark side”.  They speak a different language, which he says he can understand, and they have a different “religion”. Unfortunately, his family lives in a 28 area.  He also lives there when there is no war.  He was gone for nearly three years during the 94-96 war.

While the area has been relatively peaceful during the last couple of years, there was a war a few months ago, and T was the cause.  He was selling drugs in 28 territory.  All of the recent wars in Elsie’s River have been over drug and prostitution territory.  He personally killed four 28s in this conflict.

He served seven years of a 10-year sentence for attempted murder, armed robbery, possession of an unlicensed gun, and possession of ammunition. He is currently being charged because he cut out another man’s eye.  He did so because this man stole his cell phone, after T had repeatedly stood up for him in the past.

Like his gang brother, he says there is no leaving the numbers except though death, so he doesn’t even think of a life outside gangsterism.
South Africa – Interview Fayrooz 

… wake up at 3

Yes we wake up at 3 then we eat then after 4 then you must be finished eating, and after that you pray, then after that it's 5 o'clock and we go to the mosque and when done, we go sleep and then you stand up

Then you start your day

Yes, it's a normal day but you just don't eat, that's all

Do you also not drink 

No you can't drink water, it's like this man, God wants people to be equal, now you are rich and I'm poor, I don't have food in my house, now you are rich, now you have to fast, now you have to feel the same way I feel, now we are equal. Because when people are hungry they are equal people, that's the thing

That makes sense to me, it isn't like with Lent, the Catholics they do it as a kind of penance, because it's like atonement for their sins and whatever, so it's not the same thing

It's like, this is a month like you can ask God anything you want to, you understand

For answers or for requests like prayers

You can ask God to help you through life, you can ask God to put peace in your heart, take away the hatred everything like that. And you can ask God to help you through difficult times, in our language Arabic it's a month of ragman, ragiem and acceptance. Ragman is giving and ragiem is accepting, and ragman is peace, now that's the 3 things, and when you put those 3 things together then you can pray to God and ask him to help you, anything you want, because he will help you. This is the month, he promise you he will help you,  this is the month. Every month he helps you but this is the month where the Koran was ….., profit, everything happened in this month, this is our very holy month and it's very special

Do the gangsters observe the peace thing this month?

Not always. For instance if people are gang related, maybe they will fast, I don't know, because I don't actually know Muslim gangsterism, because I only know Christians 

Really

Yes I only know Christians

But there are a lot of Muslim gang members


Yes there is, most of  them are Muslim, but I never was

Not the people that you knew

Yes, never a person I knew, because I know some Muslim gangsters, but they live their lives as they live it, fast or no fast, just as usual

So you don't think they're very observant?

No they're not, because why, they just do the same thing they do the rest of the year. It's almost like Ramadaan isn't a difference

So they're just Muslim in name and not actually Muslim in faith?

That's right

So tell me about the Christian gangsters that you know, one guy in particular

Actually 2 guys in particular

Ok

The 1 guy I dated for 4 years and he passed on, they shot him, he was killed, and the other one I only dated for 8 months

Your family must not have been very happy about you dating first of all Christians and second of all gang members

There was never a problem between Christians and Muslims because you can't judge

Your family doesn't mind then if you were to date Muslim guys?

No they won't mind, but the thing was they never knew that my 1st boyfriend was a gangster. They only found out when he was killed, that's the only time they found out, because why, we kept it a secret from them, we never wanted them to know about anything. But I did know, but I pretended I didn't know, whenever people asked me and things like that, it was like, no I didn't know, because he was the love of my life. He was there for me, the whole way of my life and he was my friend, my companion, he was my boyfriend, he was my father, he was everything to me, but only, he was a gangster. At first when he died I was cross, I was very cross because I thought, how can people kill him because he was such a nice guy, but then I sit still and think, no he killed 

people he hurt people, he broke up families, he took away a father from a child, he took away sons, now we have just had to feel the same way that that parents felt that he did it too. So it's our thing to feel what he did to other people. I was very sad and everything, but I had to get over it

And you go over it enough so that you dated another one?

It's like this, I'm not used to dating straight guys, like that go to church or something like that, I'm not used to it, because why they are boring. They just want things to be their way. When you date a gangster, I'm not making them highlight or whatever, but it's like this is my opinion, when you date a gangster boyfriend, he's like he will be there for you whenever you need him, he will comfort you, and nobody can mess with you because why he will protect you, and when you're scared he will be there. He's almost like your shadow, he will always be behind you, and he will always be there for you and you never need to look behind you to look for him, because he will be right by your side

And that was true for both of the guys?

No, only the one. He passed away. And after that, when he passed away, he was actually the person, even though he was a gangster, he like put me on the straight path. He told me, don't do that, that is wrong, do this, he would always try and reprimand me where my mistakes were. He will always try to put me on the right path, something like that, but he was the person on the wrong path, but he was always protecting me and saving me from everything. But when he passed away my whole life went down the drain. I gave up, I didn't believe in myself and I didn't believe in the world, I didn't believe in God. I doubted he's existence because why I thought, if God loves you, why does he take away a person you love. When you love somebody you don't want to see him hurt, now why does he want to see me hurt, so I didn't believe. So I went into gangsterism, so I went so deep in that I couldn't pull myself out. It was me and 3 friends, girls, and we were like, we called ourselves the Crazy Cats, we were doing what gangs would do, and so I getting involved with the American, one of the biggest gangs in Cape Town 

Is this your 8 month boyfriend?

Yes

Was your 1st boyfriend also an American?

No he was a Jester

Jesters are aligned with the Americans though hey?

Yes. So I started dating

Is this that guy that they were talking about from area 4, everyone says he's quite a nice guy?

No

Not the same guy?

He lived in another Manenberg, he lived in down Manenberg. Now this guy I dated, he lived in Surrey Estate. The 2nd one gangster, he lived in Surrey Estate, he's family was rich and everything, and he will buy me some presents and give me nice stuff and he will come to school, he will come and fetch me, we will go out and everything. Until one day my mother catch us together, and so there was hell, because why he's mos a gangster. They didn't want me to date him. But me and my father don't have a communication, we don't communicate, not father and daughter, we clash

Do you live in the same household?

Yes. But whenever we’re together there's something that explodes and then it's just a big huge fight. Whenever he speaks I don't listen, because I want to show him, you don't need to tell me, I can do my own thing. So everything went on, and me and my friends we would go out, and now you're a Funky and I'm an American, now gangs fight now between the rival gangs, and then I'm an American girl and you're a Funky girl, I have to stand by my man and you have to stand by your man, even though we’re friends, we have to hit one another. We must protect one another because why he protects me and I must protect him. I was so deep in, I was deep, deep in, it was fun, we were partying, we were drinking, we were smoking dagga, everything was just lekker, it was fun, it was nice, then one day me and my friend got kidnapped

Kidnapped by whom?

By a Funky, and they wanted to kill us but we got mouths on our faces, so they left us and everything was alright

When you say kidnapped, what did they actually do?

They pick you up in the road and they put you in the car and they keep a gun to your head, then they say, if you scream I'll fucking shoot you, sorry for the language

That's fine

They will say something like that. And when they tell you something, you must just keep your mouth, you can do nothing. And when they say, you go and tell your boyfriend if we don't catch him, we’ll kill you. And then you don't have to go and deliver the message. When my 1st boyfriend lived, Kevin, the Jester, when he lived, the HL’s came to our school, the HL’s and the Jesters had a huge gang fight, they will come to the school and they will threaten all the Jester girls

How do they know they're Jester girls?

Because why, you're my boyfriend and you want to show off with your girlfriend, you want to walk with her and that. Now I was never afraid to walk with them because why, I know he would have protected me through anything. So what did they come to school, the HL’s, and the one started, I was beat up really bad, my whole face was swollen, my mouth and everything, I was threatened, so we sorted that out

So the HL’s actually showed up, the boy HL’s?

Yes

Showed up at your school

Yes

Which school

Phoenix

And they walked onto the grounds of the school, do they go into the classrooms

Yes some of them came into the classrooms, but that time we were changing periods, so it was a whole ground

So they just went in and grabbed the girls that they knew and beat them up

Yes, but I was the one that was beaten up, the others were just left because why my boyfriend was the hitman

Ok, was he just called the head man or

Yes hitman

Oh the hitman, I've got you

They tell you, you must kill that person within 2 days and he must just do it

So they got you and they just beat you up there on the school grounds

Yes

In front of everybody

In front of everybody, I was bleeding the whole time 

And these were men that were attacking you

Yes men, so I didn't went home, because my mother and them was used to, if I don't feel like coming home I don't come home, I sometimes stay away for weeks and months

Even when you were dating the 1st guy you'd also stay away

Yes. The choice, I was a very wild child. I was a person like nobody can control me, still nobody can control me, I want to do what I want to do, and I dated gangsters and I'm not proud of the fact actually because why, the reputation is bad, but what's done is done, that's all. But afterwards when my boyfriend died, they shot him 5 times in he's back, so he died on the scene. And 3 months after that, I was in the hospital, I was very sick. The doctor told my parents if I don't move on with my life I'll do something dramatic, I was suicidal

Is that why you were sick

Yes

Because you wanted to kill yourself

I wanted to kill myself, I drank sleeping tablets, a whole packet of it. But they got me in time by the hospital, so they drained it out of my system. So I met this guy, it was so fabulous and everything was nice, I liked him but he was an American, everything was nice, fine, and so all of a sudden everything went wrong. We were dating were 8 months. He liked to beat on me

He liked to beat on you

Yes, and he would skell (scold), he would pull me in the road and call me names and things like that

But that wasn't with the 1st guy

No

A different situation

Yes

So it was because you were feeling very bad about yourself that you got involved with the 2nd guy

Yes something like that

And that was when you were calling yourself a Crazy Cat, at that stage

Yes. So I was so into gangsterism, I will keep the weapons, the guns by me, I would keep the drugs, I'd do anything they'd ask me to, because I was on drugs. I was on heavy drugs, rock, cocaine, speed and everything, I did everything. Basically I liked to drink because when you drink you forget about your problems, and the drugs helped me but it basically didn't help me like I wanted it to help, because even though you're high, like something just happens and in the high you will remember what happened, you don't actually forget. It only takes you to a higher place and as high as you'd be become, the problem became higher as you get high, so I like to drink, when you drink you just go sleep and whatever. There was lots of times when my life was in danger through my boyfriend. I was shot at one time, so I was shot in my leg

So you were actually hit

Yes in my leg. And after that, a couple of months after that so the leader of the Americans came to visit

In hospital

No when I came out of the hospital I was dating him again, my parents didn't want me to date him but I had to date him because why, I was just thinking he's the one, nobody can tell me. So a few months later, everything was fine, after that so the leader of the Americans came to visit, he became obsessed with me. He would follow me around and things like that, and in the evening he would come and sit with me and things like that. But I was never afraid of him because I trusted him. So 2 weeks after that it was in September school holidays he hijacked me for the whole day. I was gang raped 3 times

With other group members as well

Yes

Even though despite the fact you were a girlfriend of one of their members

Yes it don't work like that

It doesn't make any difference, if they want you, they want you

Yes. So I was raped 3 times and I was gang raped once, and for 2 years, for a year I was followed, threatened and everything happened in that year

Was there anything that you think that caused them to turn on you like this, or was it just that the leader liked you

It's because the leader liked me

Is that it

Yes

They weren't angry at you for some reason or angry at your boyfriend

No, it was like this, how can I say, my friends, I was the one that always stand out in the crowd, I would dress me up and make me nice and my hair I would blow out, I'll always make myself beautiful, so he caught onto that and he became infatuated with me and after that so I was raped. But after that so my life became hell, because then I could see what is gangsterism all about. It's tough to be in it, because once you're in it you can't get out

And your boyfriend couldn't protect you

He couldn't because why, if he would have said anything they would have killed him

It doesn't seem like being a gang member provides you with a lot of protection

Yes, so I was threatened a lot, and he will come to our school and he will threaten my friends and everything. He just wanted me to be he's girlfriend, but I never wanted to be he's girlfriend. For me it was like to that level. He's so bad, I don't live at home because why I have to move, every time I have to move to a different place because I'm actually wanted in the area, and every time I have to move to a different place, sometimes I don't even know the people I just have to live with them. And whenever I move they will know where I'd go, I'm not safe where I go

Can you relocate to another gang territory, would you be protected 

No

Not at all

Then I'd be a danger to that gang

And what if you just completely left Manenberg, could you do that, is that possible

Yes I did it once, and I'm still doing it, but they always get a way to find out where I am, so I'm not actually safe

And what do they want to do to you at this stage

As I said, he wants me to be he's girlfriend

Still

Yes, he don't want to leave me alone, he just wants me to be he's girlfriend. If I'm he's girlfriend, then there won't be a price on my head, and the people won't threaten my family, things like that. He just wants me for himself. But I don't want him for me, because why, he's dangerous, really. The drugs and everything. The 1st time when I dated a gangster it wasn't so hard, because why I wasn't in deep, the 2nd time I was too deep in, I couldn't save myself

You actually were a gangster yourself

Yes

With your 1st boyfriend did he ask you to hold guns for him and drugs for him, anything like that

Never

He was protecting you from that

Yes. He never wanted actually for me to know he was a gangster, he will always hide the fact and maybe he walks and he has a shorts on, he will never show me he's tattoo or something like that, he will always try to protect me from seeing things like that. That was he's thing. But when he died I just felt like I can't go on, I'd rather be dead than be alive. Sometimes I still feel so, but I know God did it with a reason, he took him away to make me a better and a stronger person. That's my opinion now

So has religion helped you since you’ve come away from the gangs

Religion in a way it did, but basically it's my friend

Was she one of your Crazy Cats

She was the one who tried to save me from myself, but I didn't want to listen. She would sit at night with me and would listen to what I wanted to say when I cried. Nobody helped me, when I was raped, nobody could have helped me because it was too hard for everybody

Including your family

I had to protect everybody in my family, they couldn't help me

Did you tell them about it

No

You kept it from them

Yes, the police came and told them about the whole thing, I didn't tell them

Did you go to the police yourself

Yes I laid a charge, but I couldn't go ahead with the case because why my family members lives were in danger

So then you withdrew the case later on

Yes I had to. They promised me protective custody but my parents didn't want it. And the hardest thing is now that I was raped and whatever, that is gangsters, but for me I was still a clean girl and I was still a virgin and I didn't ask for it. Because why, my father will always blame me for what happened, and whenever the leader sees me, he will like, he will see that picture of what happened, he don't see it as rape, he sees it as a nice time. And as he said he didn't hear me say, no. Because there wasn't actually a case so he's lawyer told us, there wasn't actually a case because why, he didn't hear me say no, and I was under the influence of drugs

Really, I think he's lawyer was probably wrong, but you say your family was threatened so that's why

My sister was almost run over by a car, and my mother was shot at, and they shot me here through the arm

So you’ve been shot twice

Yes

They shot you through the arm, after the rape

After the rape because I wanted to make the case go on further

So they shot you in the arm

Yes

Was that on the street or how did that happen

On the street, everybody saw but nobody has the guts to stand up and speak about it

So they just walked up to you and shot you in the arm


Yes, he wanted to kill me actually

So they missed and hit you in the arm


No he didn't miss, he shot me on purpose in my arm

On purpose, like punishment

Yes, in he's way he loves me, and he wants me to be by him and whatever. Well I don't know what to do, that's the whole thing. When you're young you think you have your whole life ahead of you, you don't think about your future, you only think about the present, the gangs is fun, nice time, everything is nice and cool, you don't think about the consequences of that choices you made when you're young. When you grow older then you sit and realise and then it's too late to back and change

Do you still have an interest in drugs at this stage

Sometimes I'll do drugs but it's not anymore to forget about the problem, it's for fun, I'll only do drugs for fun. I don't drink, I don't smoke dagga anymore

Which drugs will you do now


Speed and rush

Rush

E, ecstasy, it's not like I do it every time, I only do it once, when it's my friends party or something like that, then I'll do it, but I don't do it continuously

And cocaine


That stuff made me mad, I left that

It makes you crazy

Ja, it makes me do things I'd never thought I'd do. When you're high you think you can do anything and then you want to jump down a building and you break your legs

Has that happened


Yes

You broke your leg


Yes

From jumping from a building


From jumping down from our flats, 3rd floor

And you jumped from the 3rd floor


Yes, so I break my legs

Both legs


Yes

You’ve had a rough life

(laughter)

And you’ve been in the hospital quite a bit as well


Yes

From being shot twice, having your legs broken, overdosing from the pills

From rape, I was in the hospital, because there was something wrong with my womb, and somebody hit me with a pole on my head, I was in the hospital for that as well

Was that also related to this


Yes it was gang related, everything that happened was gang related in my life

When did you start dating, because you're not that old, when did you start dating this guy for 4 years, how old were you then


11 I think, but that time he was 15 or 16

So he was 16 when you were 11

Yes, but it wasn't like, how can I say, it wasn't like the 2nd guy, he was like the 1st guy was more respectable, I was more comfortable around him

Did he also beat you like the 2nd guy


 Never, he was scared of me

Scared of you at 11

(laughter)

I was a very small person but very fat, and I have a loud mouth, and I'm very dangerous

(laughter)

And this was the hit man you were seeing

Ja. And he was actually scared of the fact that he might loose me, that's why. And we dated until I was 15, so that's when they shot and killed him

When you first met him was he involved in the gangs then


Yes

Did you know that when you first started dating


Yes, he was so stupid man

How did he meet you, because when you're 11 you're still in primary school


No, he was actually stupid, he couldn't function in school

Ok so he was held back


Yes, so I met him

He was 16 and he was still in primary school

Yes he was stupid, he was really dumb. So when I came to Std 1, I don't know which grade I was in, so I saw this guy and he was like so stupid, I didn't like him because he was very phony, and he will sit there and make jokes and nobody will laugh, and things like that, and it would always work on my nerves. So one day he asked me to help him read, and he had amnesia or something like that

Dyslexia 

Something like that yes, and so I helped him to read, and from that day we became friends, and whenever someone hit me at school he would cover up for me, he will just be there. So at first he was my friend and after that we became serious. And he's the first guy I kissed and everything

You said he killed people, that you knew that he had killed people, is that right


Yes

You said he took away other peoples brothers

When I realised that he was a gangster, I didn't believe it at first, because he didn't tell me, but when I went out one day and it was gang fights and I saw him with that gun, then I knew

You actually saw him with the gun out


Yes

Did he carry it with him when you were at school


When we went out he would have one

How was it that you didn't notice it before then


Because maybe I didn't hold him tight enough to feel it or something like that

(laughter)


But basically he carried it in he's back there, that's why I didn't know about it

Then you saw him actually using it


Using it yes, so he started learning me how to handle a gun and everything

When did he start teaching you this, how old were you then

14 and we were too happy to be together, and he taught me everything about gangsters, about the nommer (number), hadsombila, everything

What are those 2 words you just used


The nommer is

Nommer

Yes, when you go to prison and they school you, it's almost like in the classroom, then they teach you this language, they call it The Book. You get the book of marabaan, the book of 7 and the book of 8

What's the first one


Marabaan

The 7’s and the 8’s are for

The 7 is for the person who kills, he's looking for blood. And the 8 is for a person who is for the peoples behind

Right so it's like the 28’s and 27’s


Yes

And this Marabaan book is for the


6’s

Which is a book on how to make money


Yes

(laughter)

And what other word did you use


Sabela

What does that mean


The language they speak in prison

So the language is called sabela

Sabela. It's basically Xhosa, it is a Xhosa language, it's stuff that's in that's concerning contracting the number

So do you think that your boyfriend could probably speak Xhosa


Yes

But a different sort of version


Yes

Can you understand it if you speak Afrikaans

Yes, it's almost like a question, I ask you a question and you have to answer my question, and then we go deeper in and deeper and deeper, and if you can't, soos hulle se val terug, if you can't give me back the answer I want, then we hit you. Because then you don't actually know the true number

You don't read the book


Yes

So there's a bunch of different versions floating out there as well, you’ve got to make sure the persons a genuine gang member


Yes

And your boyfriend taught you

My boyfriend learned me that language and my family members they learned me

Your family members also


Yes

Have you got brothers in gangs as well


No my nephews

They also taught you


Yes

Are they also in the American gangs


No, they are other gangsters, they are Roller boys

I haven't heard of that, is that one of the school gangs


No it's a huge gang

Is it


Yes

Where does it operate


In Mitchell’s Plain

Ok

And in Mitchell’s Plain you get the Mongrels and the Roller Boys. And my cousin is the leader of the Mongrels

Boy you’ve got a lot of connections

(laughter)

But even though you’ve got all these gang connections they couldn't protect you when you were on the inside

They can't protect you because why if I sided with them they could have protected me, but I didn't side with them. If he goes to jail, the person who raped me, the leader, if he goes to jail, my nephew will make him a bunny

A bunny


Yes

You mean he’ll be a victim

Yes, my nephew will rape him, that's the thing. If he goes to jail, my cousin will do something to him

Is your cousin in jail now


Yes

So he's the leader of the Mongrels but now he's gone to jail


Yes

But he's also a number


He's sumdaughter

That's a high rank hey


Yes

He's a sumdaughter also


Yes

In addition to being a leader


Yes

So he's a pretty powerful person


Yes

So what else did your boyfriend teach you about


My boyfriend taught me how to act in a situation

What did he teach


You’ve got a big mouth, whenever you're in danger just scream

(laughter)

That was the basic thing he always told me. If anyone hurt you, just scream and then the whole world will hear you, they will come running to save you. But he lied, they didn't come

You can get shot in the middle of the street and nobody saved you hey

Nobody. But I believe if he was living today, that bastard would be dead already

That person who hurt you


Yes

Despite the fact that your boyfriend wasn't a very high ranking member, that he would still kill him

Yes, my boyfriend was very mad, because he couldn't read nice, so he was very mad

That's why they made him a hitman

(laughter)

But you know there's 2 parts of a gangster, the one that is soft, generous gentleman and then the one who is cold hearted killer, you have to live both sides. If you want to be in a gang, you want to be a gangsters girlfriend, you have to have guts to be there. Because you have to stand there when they are struggling, when they are in pain or whatever. But you know why there's gangsterism is our parents fault

How is that true

For instance if I myself, if my mother then showed me the love and affection I wanted and my father, if he showed me that he loved me, cared for me, I would never have gone to look for love outside, I went outside to look for love and look where did love end up for me. Like for instance that gangsters don't need to be on the road, it's the parents. The parents abuse them, they don't give them food, they don't give them money to buy them clothes, they make more of the one than the other one, they're always putting you down, things like that. That is the actual cause of gangsters

Did you also experience that in your family


Yes

Did your parents prefer your sister


Yes my father was more for my sister than for me, he don't like me

Because you’ve got a big mouth


I just say what's on my heart, and people don't like the idea

If you were a boy would they allow that, do you think

If I was a boy, then I would have been out of the house already. Maybe I would have been a killer or something bad

When you were a girl gang member though, you were never in situations where you would have to kill anybody else were you

Yes, we had huge gang fights, it was Survivor girls, Slim Shady and Ghetto Girls, everything like that. The Survivors and me, we had a competition between the Survivors, we was a group of 6 and they were a group of 12, and the Crazy Cats were getting crazy, the Survivors must stand one side. I actually stabbed a girl once, I was stabbed as well in the gang fight, you had to stand for your name. You can't let the name fall. Maybe for instance, now I'm a Crazy Cat now and you're a Survivor, you stab me and I don't stab you back, then I'm pop, everybody is going to laugh at me or whatever, then my Crazy Cat banner is worth nothing, so I have to defend my Crown

What's that

You have to defend your banner, the existence of your gang, so I was the leader of the gang, I had to stand for my whole members of the gang, I had to produce and everything

So that's what it's about, it's maintaining respect


Yes

And would you all carry guns also


No we don't carry guns

Do girls mainly carry knives

Yes we only carry knives, maybe we’ll have brick gang fights and backpacks gang fights and knife gang fights, but we never went to the limit of guns

Why not


Because a girl is not supposed to wear a gun

But you already knew how to handle a gun from your boyfriend


Yes I know how to use a gun, but I don't have a heart to kill somebody

But you stabbed them, you could have killed them when you stabbed them


No I stabbed them in a place where I knew I couldn't kill them

Ok

Because I was learned that as well, you never try to kill a person, you always try to avoid to kill a person

In the American girl gangs, one of the main things they try to do is cut each others faces, did you try that also

No they tried to do it to me, I have a scar on my face, in my one eye, you can't see it anymore because we removed it with laser. My one eyes eyesight is very bad

From having it stabbed


Yes it was in my eye, but that was after, so my mother used a laser

I can't see it at all. Manenberg people are famous for being knife fighters hey


Yes

They're good with knives, where do they learn that skill from


I was taught how to flap a knife open, how to keep it and how to stab with it

And you stab like this, over hand

No, you keep it like this, you keep your hand so, and then you stab. And if you keep it up then you have to pull down. But if you stab like this then you just pull out and put in and pull out

And you're taught to stab in and out quickly


Yes, you just put in quickly and pull out and then you walk

So then you're gone


Yes

They don't even know what happened


Something like that

And that's what you did with the girl that you stabbed


Yes

Was she a Survivor


Yes she was

Did she survive


Yes she did

That's good, I'm glad nothing bad happened


I'm glad as well

So that's quite a story. I'm trying to put it all through my head now. At this stage you're not involved in any of these groups or are you

I'm still the leader of the Crazy Cats, but we’re not in as deep as we were. We are only now the Crazy Cats who chills, who just sit back and relax, because why, both of my friends have got children, one is at Technikon college studying and the other one is a secretary

So they're employed and you're just hanging out together now


Yes. I can't go for a work because I dropped out of school at an early stage

What standard


Std 7

So why did you drop out then, because you were involved with the 1st guy


The 2nd guy, because why I was threatened, my life was in danger

So you were in hiding at that stage so that's why you couldn't go back to school


Yes

Would you start up again

Yes I will. This year I wanted to go back to school, I did go back but the school didn't want to take me because I put the lives in jeopardy of the students, so they didn't want to take me back

Because of them afraid of you being there


Yes

Could you go to a different school


If I go to a different school then

Do you think they’ll know


They will know

If you went to Silverstream or something


That school is far away from us and that is in the territory

Is it


Yes, and there's nowhere to run there

So what do you think you're going to do, how will you move forward with your life now


Hopefully I will get a singing contract next year

Are you a singer

Yes, I like to sing and I like to act. A singing contract for 2 years and after that I will put away my money then I will go and attend school, other school, then I will study for a lawyer if God spares me

Study to be a lawyer


Yes

That's a long way away still, 7 years, you’ve still got to do a lot of high school hey. That's good though, I think you’ve got the big mouth for it, I hope you'll be very successful. do you think the reasons why guys get involved in gangs is to attract girls like you, I mean do you still like gang type guys, because you said they’ve got a hard side and a soft side

I will never get involved with a gangster again, even if my life depends on it, I will never get involved. I learned my lesson. I'm done. Girls are actually into gangsterism to spite their family members, because why if you sit with a gangster and you ask him the foundation of the story, they will tell you where everything went wrong, it's the parents. I accuse the parents. If the parents are there for the children, give them the attention, the love that they need, they don't need to go outside. That people shooting one another, they're only people who are lashing out anger towards one another because why they can't take it out by their parents

Do people turn on their parents


I never heard about that

So the anger goes in the wrong direction


Yes

Do you think that there's some reason why there's this bad relationship between children and parents in Manenberg and in the coloured community generally, compared to other communities

You know what's the problem, the people want to raise their children as they were raised. You have to change with times, times change, the 60’s and the 20’s is a different century, you have to move with time. You can't raise your child on the 90‘s and the 60’s way of life, that is gone, that is in the past, you have to raise your child in this present life we are living. You can't raise your child the way you were raised, it's not going to work. You can't be strict on a 

child, because why teenagers have minds of their own, we've got feelings, we've got emotions, parents don't seem to realise our emotions and our feelings. If they sit down and talk to their children, ask their children what do they want out of life, the parents will be so surprised just to hear how their children speak. There is no communication is one of Manenberg houses, if there is it's maybe 10 out of 100 communication in that area. People don't communicate with one another, we don't communicate we skell at each other, that's the way of our communication, we are going to say bad words to one another. Let us sit down, take the time to listen to how you feel and what you want out of life, they just want you to listen to what they say and their way is their way. If you can't follow it then you have to leave

What's different from what you want

They don't sit down and talk, they don't give advice, not actually my mother, my mother is actually a wonderful person, she's almost like my best friend. But my father he don't give, like he's never there, whenever Fayrooz needs him he's never there, he's always gone, he's trapped in he's own world. He never puts out he's hand to touch me, you know. When the police came to tell them that I was raped, he told me I was looking for it, he didn't have a sympathetic word or a sympathetic ear towards me to listen to what I had to say or how it happened, he was only trying to accuse me. I think it was the way he was brought up, because he's parents beat him but I don't let nobody beat me

Did your father try though


Yes he did try

(end of side A)

…. You have to do it on your own, so stay alone and you will do it on your own, that's my motto. I don't need people to make me happy, I can make myself happy. Sometimes I get lonely and things like that, but 1 2 3 is over, because why I motivate myself, I talk to myself a lot, that's the person I am. But if I have to give advice, never go into gangsterism

I think I've asked you this, but I'll ask you again, why do you think gangsterism is so bad in Manenberg, what do you think causes it in that area


Poverty

Do you think it's just poverty


And dysfunctional homes, that's the problem

Why are the homes dysfunctional

The parents, the father smokes, the mother drinks, the baby cries, mother is drunk, father is in the earth, there's just no love in the houses

And is alcohol a big issue


Alcohol and mandrax

So when you say the father smokes, you mean he smokes mandrax


Yes

Even fathers who are not gang members

There are good parents in Manenberg, they are very few but there are some, but you know some of them come out of good houses, rich people, nice cars, I don't know what's the problem there, they didn't give the child the love and the attention. If you see a gangster you have to ask yourself a question, why are they there, why are they in that situation, who drove them to that situation, you don't just sommer go do that thing, there has to be situations that drove you to that point

Do you think religion has any impact on people being involved in gangs

I'm not discriminating and whatever, but sometimes you just feel that there's no God, because why, you ask him and he don't hear

But both boys come from Christian families and Muslim families get involved in gangs hey

It's like the problem is man, we don't fear God, like when Jesus came down, they didn't fear Jesus, they hanged him, they didn't fear him. People don't fear God, people aren't scared because they don't see God. If people wouldn't have seen God and see the punishment God will give them, maybe they will fear, but people don't fear because they don't see him. But you have to believe unconditionally, even though you don't see him, you have to believe. But I think the children don't believe because they don't see. If they know what God is really capable of they would leave gangsterism, but they don't it, they don't see him

Do you worry about your boyfriend after he had killed people

In our religion it's like this, when you die, when you lay in the grave, 2 angels will come and ask you about your doings on earth, and I'm actually very sad about the thing that they're going to ask him down

Did he tell you about these things


What things

About the people that he killed and the things that he was involved in

He was a very soft person, then he will tell me if he shot a person and how does he feel about it

Did he talk to you about that


Yes, we talked about everything, we never had secrets, he told me everything

And what did he tell you about the way he felt

He would always say, that isn't he, why is God putting him in that situation, he always blamed God for everything he went through. He never wanted to be a gangster

You think he was one because he wasn't good in school

I think if he's father put more attention on him, he wouldn't have turned out like that

Do you think the fathers play an important role in this, because you seem to have a great mother but you're still involved in gang activities

The father, you need a father figure in your life, you need a male to protect you, you don't need a boyfriend you need a father to protect you. Like for instance he needed so bad to have a father  that he would do anything to have a father, but he never had the opportunity to know he's father. He knows he's father but not in the way he wanted to

So you think that you're looking for, going to the gangs was kind of looking for fathers


I was looking for love, ja

But you say your mother gave you love

My mother gave me but it wasn't enough, I always wanted a male to protect me, to help me, to tell me everything would be alright. It's like, my whole life was a mess, how can I say, everything that happened God has planned it for me and he still has a huge plan for me, I know

What do you think he was trying to teach you through all this

Obey and to have patience and never to doubt him. Maybe if I had patience, then I wouldn't have got involved again. Maybe if I had obeyed my mothers wishes I wouldn't have been hurt, if I had believed he would have helped me, that's my opinion now

How do you think the government could help people like you not to wind up in the situation that you wound up in

If the government had to come to our community, Manenberg there's so much talent in our community, damn, I don't want to brag or anything, but you must hear me sing and perform, then you will see there's talent in Manenberg. Those gangsters they know how to dance, they can play soccer,  they're good soccer stars, they can do anything, they can sing, they can dance, my boyfriend who died, he was a saxophone player, the government don't come into our communities and check it out, on TV you only see the bad stuff in Manenberg. If the government comes into our community, give some more money for parents to help our children, I don't think we’d be in this situation

Do you think that the government neglects Manenberg

Yes they do. Where Manenberg is concerned the government don't put in, because if they come into the community and check out what's going on, maybe society would be a better place

And why do you think they neglect Manenberg

Because I think they're afraid of Manenberg, but actually they put us in Manenberg. If they didn't move our parents out of District Six, we wouldn't be in Manenberg, they threw us out of District Six, now we’re living in Manenberg, it's there mess, they don't want to clean up their own mess. They are afraid of their own mess, because they put the children in that situation. We live in cramped up areas, one bedroom, how many children, 8 in one house, you can't live like that. The mother and the father share one bedroom and the children, it's their mess, they don't want to sort their mess

Do you think the cramped environment also affects

Everything, you know there's so many problems and people who's traumatised in Manenberg and they don't know how to react of that problem, then they try to solve the problems and they don't solve the problems and they end up making a bigger problem. Gangsterism would have never happened if it wasn't for the government, if the government left our parents and grandparents there where they were, this would never have happened

Do you think it's because people are piled up on top of each other

Yes, Manenberg, people describe Manenberg as scum, now Manenberg people think, we are scum we are going to act like scum, and then they behave like scum

Ok great, well I should let you go, I've taken up too much of your time already. You don't have a telephone I can contact you on hey


Yes but it's not working

I'll give you my card anyway. If there's anything you want to talk about or tell me about


Why don't you do something on rape victims

I did a little study on a place, Thutuzela, to see, because they were having problems with not getting enough cases in Manenberg in particular, there aren't that many reported rapes. If you look at the rape in Manenberg it's very low, compared to the national or international average. And they don't know and they don't know how to find out, and I don't know how to find out, how much of that is because women aren't being raped in the area or how much of it is because women are being raped in a situation you suggested 


There's such a lot of rape in Manenberg but people are afraid to come forward

Do you think it's more in Manenberg than in other communities


Yes

Is it because it's gang members who are involved in the rapes

Yes. There was a girl who was raped, gang related, she never had the opportunity to come forward

And even if you do come forward you end up withdrawing it


Yes

You know what they say, the Manenberg police about young girls like you that come forward with rape cases and they withdraw them, they say the reason why you came forward was because you were out of the house and you couldn't explain why you were out of the house to your parents, so in order to make up an excuse you say you were raped, and you don't want your boyfriend or whoever to go to jail, so then you withdraw the case

No, let me tell you something about Manenberg police station, they let the files get missing. First of all I laid a charge, a few months later when I wanted to pick up my case, I went to them, they said, your file is missing. I never laid a charge at Manenberg police station, and if they are saying that people are making up stories like that, they really have to be insane. Because any person in their right mind will never make a story up that she was raped, because that's the most painful and terrifying and traumatizing experience that you can go through

So you don't think that there's any truth that there's girls there coming from households where their fathers would beat them up if they're out late and they come home and make up a story, and say no I couldn't help it, I was kidnapped 

I don't know, maybe some children will do it but damn I won't do it, because although I came home late, the doctors could prove that I was raped. If you go to a District Surgeon they will tell you if that person was raped or not raped

Ok well that's a good point, we can check and see which cases, but you know sometimes women are raped and there isn't any physical evidence, they put a gun to your head and there might not be damage

There will be damage. You know there are so many things you can do when you get raped, to prove to a person that you were raped. First of all if you’ve been raped, you scratch a person behind he's ear, you bite him, all that will come up on the computer when they do a physical test on you. Everything, the reaction of the body, how it was, everything, they can see if it was a forced sexual act or if it was an easy one. They can see the difference

So you think that the women who come forward with charges and they don't have any physical evidence are lying

Yes, because you can see, and if you sit in the company and listen to a person then you will know if a person was raped. Some people talk, like for instance I speak like, it only happened it was a part of my life, but if you sit in the company and listen how I unfold the story, then you will really understand, I was raped. Then you sit in the person company that unfolds the story of how she was raped, but it don't make sense, then you know that the person wasn't raped

They won't have the details right or anything


Yes

Ok I'll let you go then. I've got to get back to my conference. I hope things work out for you


I hope so

You're very strong, I can see that, so keep reassuring yourself you're right

